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A Brief AccouNr of the Two 
COveENANTS 


— . 


IN A 


SERMON 


Preach'd at 


Stockport in Cheſhire, 
Fuly the 27th 1718. 


Ind upon 
A very particular Occaſion preach'd again 
at the ſame place, February 12. 1721. 


By SAMUEL DE La Ros x. 


1 Cor. ii. 1, 2. A1d1, Brethren, when I came to you, came 
not with Excellency of Speech, or of Wiſdom, declaring unto 
you the Teſtimony of God. For I determined not to know 
Thing among you, ſave Jeſus Chriſt, aud him Cruciſied. 

ix. 24. Seventy Weeks are determined upon thy People, 
and upon thy Holy City, to finiſh the Tranſs reſſon, and to 
male an end of Sins, and to male Reconcillation for Iniqui- 
ty, and to bring in everlaſting Righteouſneſs, and to ſeal 
up the Viſion and Propheſy, and to ancint the moſt Holy. 

Rom. x. 4. For y__ is the end of the Law for Righteouſ- 
neſs to every one that believeth, 
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EF ACE. 


the Importunity of many, but 
more eſpecially, by Reaſon of 
ſome coincident Circumſtances 


that appear to me of greater 
| Weight and Importance, I am, 

— at length, aſſenting to the Pub- 
lication of this SERMON, which, upon ſome 
Account, was very contrary to my Inclinati- 
ons for Weeks together. 

The Author compos'd it in my Houſe when 
very Voung, and juſt entring the Miniſtry, and 
burden d at the ſame time with the Care and 
Tuition of young Gentlemen, and ſo ſtreight- 
ned was he for Time, that he ſtudied it, and 
penn'd it, and tutor'd, and Rode afterwards 
twelve Miles in one and the ſame Day. | 

I do not wonder therefore, that I find Him 
not a little uneaſy, as well as my ſelf, at the 
making it publick ; that Copia of Matter, 
that Depth of Reaſoning, that Politeneſs of 
Style, that Accuracy of Expreſſion, that beau- 
tiful Imagery, and that Vivacity and Brillian- 
cy of Thought, the engratiating Ornaments 
of the Writings of our Age, being ſo much 
wanting in this, as not in any one Compoſure 
of his beſides, that I have either heard or ſeen. 

And therefore, though 1 do not apprehend, 
but that in the Subſtance and Scope of it, it 


is truly Confonant to the Articles annext, and 
| A2 thoſe 


Th: Panrace; 


thoſe to the Tenour of the everlaſting Goſpel ; 
yet under ſuch manifeſt Diſadvantages, who 
would have countenanced a Friend and a Bro- 
ther in publiſhing it, had there not intervened 
an urgent Neceſſity for it? Which, however, 
for Peace fake, is not to be diſcloſed, till it 
ſhall become a Fault not to reveal it, 

As for my ow part, I was never concerned 
more or leſs, directly or indirectly, in this, 
or any other SERMON preached by my Bro- 
ther: But being ſatisfied that the Drift of it 
is ſafe and good, and very Harmonious with 
the Confeſſions of Faith called Proteſtant, and 
with the Syſtems generally received among 
them, both here, and in Foreign Nations, and 
that all the firſt Reformers wrote to the ſame 
Effect, and hoping alſo that it might be uſeful 
to ſome awakened Conſciences, I complied with 
his Deſires as to theſe few prefatory Hints. 

And that the Reader may be Impartial in 
the peruſal of it, eſpecially the latter part, 
comparing it, not with his own prejudicate 
Notions, but with the Tenour of God's Holy 
Word, and may be convinced that his own 
Righteouſneſs, whether Legal or Evangelical, 
is too narrow a Covering to _ in before 
the infinitely Holy Being, and that the Lord 
Jeſus is the only Head of Righteouſneſs for 
our Juſtification, as well as the only Head 
of Inftuence for our Sanctification, is the 
Prayer of 


Pur Aﬀettionate Friend and Servant in 
our common LORD, and compleat Sa- 
VIOUR, the LokD JESsUs CHRIST, 


Sheffield, | | | 
March 6. 1717. Jon DR LA ROSE. 


N. 
. 
e 

10 FT 


FRIENDS 


STOCKPORT. 


Dee R hind 2 tance of " Lo 
among you, and the Love you have ſhown 
V2 +++4/& to =y ſince Providence — me hi- 
Ve! r 1 ther, are what I mention at the Throne 
Vo +++ of Grace with Thankſ iving, and be- 
8 >. fore Men with Expreſſions if Gratitude. 
and Pleaſure. Very great Satisfattion 

and Comfort I have had when together in Publick, we 
have lifted up our Hands and our Hearts to God in the 
Heavens, and prayed our Prayers, and heard what God 
the Lord had to Jay unto us: And great Matter of 
Praiſe has it been to me, when 1 have obſerved in your 
Families ſo much of that Singleneſs and Gladneſs of 
Heart, for which the early Converts to Chriſtianity were 
fo remarkable. God grant that my Joy, in theſe two 


20 


Particulars, be continued and increaſed. 

The en . SERMON, you well mw 1 am con- 
ſtrained to Publiſh : And the ſame Reaſon that obliges 
me ſo to do, doth oblige me likewiſe not to take away or 
add one Word, though it was compos'd and 233 
near three Tears ago ; but however diſagreeable it muſt 
be to me, to make Publick, as I think, one of the 2 
imperfett Diſcourſes I ever compoſed, yet I am pleaſed 
that by it, I have an opportunity ſo openly to declare my 
tender Affection and Concern for you. 

Indeed, my earneſt Deſire and Frayer to God for you, 
is, that you may be Saved, that you = be Holy and 
Happy in this World, and in that, which you and I are 
1115 entering. And it ſhall be my Delight, as well 
as Duty, ſo long as God ſhall continue me among ſt you, 
| | to 


me, that I have fi 


fo 


To my FRIENDS, Bc. 
to exert my ſelf to the utmoſt, both publickly and pri- 
vately, that you may increaſe in Grace, and in the 
Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt, whom 
to "a ” om. eternal. y * 

And now I am expre ſſin reat Love to you. I 
think it proper-to 72 — 1 in 4 warm 
and unchriſtian Way, write any Thing againſt any Te- 
net of the Goſpel hinted at in this Diſcourſe, I will not 
injure you fo much, as to let any of my Time be ſpent 
in taking Notice of it ; but I will treat ſuch an one in 
a manner that ſhall be moſt ſevere to himſelf, I will 
not give him any Reply. But on the other hand, ſhould 
any T hing in the Spirit of the Goſpel be offered, even 
but of ſeeming Weight, I ſhall br equally ready for their 


Service and Eſtabliſhment, to conſider and weigh it, and 


give my Thoughts upon it. 
Tois know I look upon it as un Honour conferred upon 
fore fome Reproaches, Indignities, 
and do ra for the Truths of 4 dear Redeemer : But 
forry I ſbo d be, and almoſt overwhelmed with Grief, 
on other Accounts, that I, above any other, ſhould thus 


be called forth to appear for them, but that [receive 


great Support aud Incouragement from that Text, which 
zi: the greateſt Humility, and all imaginable Allow- 
ance for the Difference, I truſt, in fome Meaſure, « 


applicable to my ſelf, 1 Tim. i. 12, 13. 


J earneflly intreat you to pray for me. Remember 
me at the Throne of Grace, and beg that I may be 
faithful and ſucceſsful : That T may take heed unto my 
ſelf, and unto my Doctrine, and continue in them, that 

J may both ſwve my ſelf, and them that hear me. 
Aud now, I commend you to God, and to the word of 
his Grace, which is able to build you up, and give you 


an Inheritange among all them which are ſanflified. _ 


Jam, 


Your Obliged, and 
moſt Affectionate Servant, 


) 


Stockport, 


6. 3.0 I 55 | 
Hared g. 17: SAMUEL DE LA ROSE. 
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The Tenth Article of the CH URCH 
of ENG LAND. 
SAR HE Condition of Man after the 
+20 i Fall of Adam, is ſuch, that he 

35 T 5 camot turn and . 2 
225 Ae ove, natura n 
| Works to Fait Ca 

WARS © n God: Wherefore we 8 
Power to do good Works pleaſant and accep- 
table to God, without the Grace of God, by 
Chriſt preventing us, that we may have a good 
Will, and working with us when we have that 
good Will, 

Art. XI. Of Man's Fuſtification. 

We are accounted Righteous before God, 
only for the Merit of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt by Faith, and not for our own 
Works or 'Delervings. Wherefore that we 
are juſtified by Faith only is a moſt wholſome 
Dottrine, and very full of Comfort, as is more 
largely expreſſed in the Soup of Juſtifica- 
tion. 


Art. 


(8) 


Art. XII. Of good W, or ks . 
Albeit that good Works which are the 
Fruits of Faith, and follow after Juſtificati- 
on, cannot put away our Sins, and endure the 
Severity of God's Judgment, yet they are ve- 
ry pleaſing to God by Chriſt, and do ſpring 
out neceſſarily of a true and lively Faith; inſo- 
much that by them a lively Faith may be as evi- 
dently known as a Tree diſcerned by the Fruit, 


Art. XVII. The Firſt Part. 


Predeſtination to Life, is the everlaſting 
Purpoſe of God, whereby. (before the Foun- 
dations of the World were laid) he has con- 
ftantly decreed by his Counſel, ſecret to us, 
to deliver from Curſe and Damnation, thoſe 
whom he has choſen in Chriſt out of Man- 
kind, and to bring them by Chriſt to ever- 
laſting Salvation, as Veſſels made to Honour. 
Wherefore they who are endowed with ſo ex- 
cellent a Benefit of Gag, are called according 
to God's purpoſe, by his Spirit working in 
due Seaſon: They through Grace obey the 
calling; they are juſtified freely; they are 
made Sons of God by Adoption ; they are 
made like the Image of his Only-begotten Son 
Jeſus Chriſt; they walk Religiouſly in good 
Works, and at length through God's Mercy 
they attain to everlaſting Felicity. 


Aſſemblies larger Catechiſm, pag. 15. 


Q. With whom was the Covenant of Grace made: 
A. The Covenant of Grace was made with 
Chriſt, as the ſecond Adam, and in him with 


all the Elect as his Seed. CINE 
Aſſemblies 


6. 5 


Aſſemblies Confeſſion, Pag. 41. Cap. 11. 
Sect. 1. Of Fuſtification, 


Thoſe whom God effectually calleth, he al- 
ſo freely juſtifieth : Not by infuſing Righte- 
ouſneſs into them, but by pardoning their 
Sins, and by accounting and accepting their 
Perſons as Righteous ; not for any Thing 
wrought in them, or done by them, but fog 
Chriſt's fake alone; nor by imputing Faith it 
ſelf, the act of Believing, or any other Evan- 
gelical Obedience to them, as their Righte- 
ouſneſs ; but by imputing the Obedience and 
Satisfaction of Chriſt unto them, they re- 
ceiving and reſting on him and his Righte- 
ouſneſs by Faith ; which Faith they have, not 


? { 


of themſelves, it is the Gift of God: 
Page 43. Sect. 3. 


Chriſt by his Obedience and Death, did 
fully diſcharge the Debt of all thoſe that are 
thus juſtified ; and did make a proper, real, 
and full Satisfaction to his Father's Juſtice in 
their behalf: Yet inaſmuch as he was given 
by the Father for them, and his Obedience 
and Satisfaction accepted in their ſtead, and 
both freely, not for any Thing in them 
their Juſtification is only of free Grace, that 
both the exact Juſtice, and rich Grace of 
God, might be glorified 1n the Juſtification 


of Sinners. 
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. The Aſſemblies leſſer Catechiſm. 


| Que 33. hat is Juſtification 8 

; xg ener is an Act of God's free Grace, 
whereby he pardons all our bag: accepts us 
as Righteous in his Sight, on for the Righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt, imputed to us, and re- 
ceived by Faith alone. 


Que ſt. 86. What is Faith in Jeſus Chriſt ? 
Faith in Jeſus Chriſt is a ſaving Grace, 
whereby we . — and reſt upon him alone 


for Salvation, as he is offered to us in the 
Goſpel. 
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1 Cor. XV. 22. 


For as in Adam all Die, ſo in Chriſt 
ſhall all be made Alive. 955 


HE Apoſtle Paul, after Chriſt's 
Appearance to him in his Way to 
Damaſcus, was as Zea louſly incli- 
ned to promote, as before he was 
— o fficious in hindering the Preach- 
ing of the everlaſting Goſpel. As before he 
thought nothing ought to ſtop his Diligence 
in executing the moſt ſevere Sentences againſt 
the Believers ; ſo now he thinks it is an Ho- 
nour and Favour to him, that he 1s permit- 
ted to run the Riſque of every outward Com- 
fort, nay, Life it ſelf, to encourage and pro- 
agate the DoCtrines of his Saviour. As when 
e was ſuperſtitiouſly oblerving the vain Con- 
ceits of the Set, to which he belonged, he 
was taken up with laying Schemes for the Mo- 
leſtation of Chriſt's Diſciples ; ſo now the de- 
ſire of his Heart is to ſpend, and be ſpent in 
publiſhing the Efficacy of Chriſt's Death and 
Sufferings for the Salvation of Sinners, of 
whom ſo great was his Conviction of Sin, he 
eſteemed himſelf the Chief. Out of the abun- 
dance of the Heart the Mouth ſpeaketh ; and 
B 2 as 
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as God had enabled him to ſee the Lord [e- 
ſus Chriſt as his Saviour, he could not but 
be every where per ſuading Men to apply them- 
ſelves to him for Relief and Aſſiſtance under 
all thoſe ſpiritual Wants, which, by a bleſſed 
Experience, he had found Chrift every way 
ualified to ſupply. And indeed as Paul's Con- 
408 before his Converſion was more remark- 
able for its Enmity againſt Chriſt, than any 
of the reſt of the Apoſtles; fo God, to ſhew 
his ſovereign Grace, and almighty Power, 
ſeems to have given him more large and co- 
pious Views, (or however Us thro' his Means, ) 
of the Management of the grand Affair of our 
Salvation, than any of the reſt of his Bre- 
thren. And accordingly, in how ſtrong and 
clear a Light does he ſometimes fet forth the 
Kingdom, and Perſon of Chrift ! How zea- 
louſly and cloſely does he at other times 
urge the ancient Prophecies of him ! How 
powerfully when Occaſion offers, does he ſet 
forth the Workings of Spirit upon the Elect! 
And with what Warmth and Vigour does he 
exhort to walk, as becomes thoſe, who have 
the immaculate Jeſus for. their Head! And in 
this Chapter how clearly, and diſtinctly does 
he prove the Reſurrection of the Saints, which 
not barely the Heathens, but the Sadducees, a 
Set amongſt the Jews, did ſtreimouſly deny! 
In the Courſe of the Apoſtle's Reaſoning on 
this Head come in the Words of my Text 
but it being not much to my purpole at pre- 
ſent, I ſhall omit their Connection with the 
foregoing Words, and take Liberty from them 
to give you an Account of the Two Covenants, 
the Heads of which are here mentioned ; and 
make ſome Inferences therefrom. And, 


L424 kd 


of the Two CovexanTs. 13 


I. I would give you ſome Account of the 
Covenant of Works; or, that Covenant which 
God entered into with Adam, when in his State 
of Innocence. And God now having made 
Man with a Soul in his own Likeneſs, Per- 
tect, and Upright: He entered into a Covenant 
of Life with him, upon Condition of perfect Obe- 
dience, forbidding him to eat of the Tree of Know- 
ledge of Good and Evil upon Pain of Death; as 
it 18 excellently expreſſed in that Form of ſound 
Words, compoſed by the Aſſembly of Divines 
at Weſtminſter. Now Adam, as Head of this 
Covenant, promiſed Obedience. 

1. To the natural or moral Law which God 
had wrote upon his Heart. And that there was 
ſuch a Law as this on his Heart, appears from 
his being ſaid to be made in the Likeneſs of 
God: So that he was Juſt, True, and Holy; 
and as he acted contrary to any one of theſe 
Attributes of God, that is, had he done one 
Act of Unrighteouſneſs, gone once beyond the 
Line of Truth, and told a Falſehood, he 
would have been equally obnoxious to God's 
Wrath, as when he eat of the forbidden Fruit. 

2. He promiſed Obedience to the poſitive Law 
of God; or that command of God's, that he 
ſhould not eat of that particular Tree of Good 
and Evil. Undoubtedly it would not have 
been a Sin for Adam to have eat of that Tree, 
as well as the reſt, had not God forbidden it; 
but that, which before is indifferent in it ſelf, 
upon God's Prohibition, becomes Sin. 

(1.) Now this Obedience was to be Perfect. 
As he was not to eat, ſo he was not to deſire 
to eat of the forbidden Fruit: And as he was 
not to deſire, ſo he was to avoid every Thing 
that might entangle his Affections, and _ 
| im 
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him defire to doit. And it was likewiſe to 
continue as long as God thought fit. It was 
for an unlimited time ; and therefore he might 
not obey..the command a little while, and 
then be free to break it; but till God took 
off the Prohibition, he was obliged to abſtain 
from that Tree. 3 

(2.) As this Obedience was to be perfect, ſo 
likewiſe it was to be performed by Man him- 
ſelf, not by. any Surety : By which there is a 
mighty Difference betwixt this and the Co- 
venant of Grace, where every Thing is per- 
formed by a Surety. And now as Man, one 
Party in this Covenant, promiſed himſelf to 
perform perfect Obedience to the Moral Law, 
or that Law, which was wrote upon his Heart; 
and likewiſe to the poſitive Law of God; 1o 
God, on the other hand, promiſed him eter- 
nal Life upon his making good theſe Conditi- 


ons, Gal. iii. 12. and at the ſame time threat- 


ned him with Death, Death Temporal, Death 
Spiritual, and Death Eternal, if he did not 
perform the Articles of this Covenant. And 

that God can, becauſe he is God, enter into 

any Covenant with his Creatures, I ſuppoſe 
no one will deny; although God's Juſtice will 
not ſuffer him to engage them in any Cove- 
nant, but what they have Strength enough 
to perform. But further, that there was no- 
thing diſadvantagious or unfair for Us, the De- 
ſcendants of Adam, that he was our common 
Head, appears from this; becauſe he was not 
only the Father of all Mankind, and therefore 
might above any other by way of Reſpect 
unto him be appointed our Federal Head; but 
alſo, becanſe, as: we have the higheſt Reaſon 
to ſuppoſe, he was better qualified for it than 


any other of the humane Race, aud ſince have 


been, 


of the Two Covexants. 15 


been, or indeed could be, without ſome ex- 
. traordinary Effuſion of Wiſdom and Know- 


ledge by God upon him. You ſee therefore 


Adam in this grand and momentous Tranſ- 
action was our common Repreſentative, and 
that it was juſt it ſhould be ſo; and accord- 
ingly as he behaves himſelf, not barely 519 
own, but our Circumſtances are for ever to be 
determined. 

But here you muſt obſerve, that Adam did 
not repreſent our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; for he 
is oppoſed to Adam as Head of another Co- 
venant. Chriſt alſo is without Sin, (except 
the Sins of thoſe for whom he was Surety,) 
which he never could have been, had he been 
included in this Covenant. And then he not 
proceeding in a common way from Adam, had 
not any the leaſt concern in this Tranſacti- 
on, nor would it have been juſt that he ſhould, 
And therefore the Aſembly of Divines ſay, 
The Covenant being made with Adam, not only 
for himſelf, but for his Poſterity; all Mankind 
deſcending from him by ordinary Generation, ſin- 
ned in him, and fell with him in his firſt Tranſ- 
greſſion. But Chriſt not deſcending from him 
by ordinary Generation, did not Sin in him, 
or fall with him in his firſt Tranſgrefſion. 

Behold then Adam with the Welfare of the 
Souls and Bodies of Thouſands and Thouſands 
of Men depending upon him: All Mankind, 
Men, Women, and Children, that ſhould be 
Born, were to have Happineſs or Miſery ; and 
the whole Creation a Bleſſing, or a Curſe, for 
ever (as far as he knew) according to his Per- 
formance, or Non-performance of this Cove- 
nant. But notwithſtanding all this; notwith- 
ſtanding it was that ever-blefſed God, that 
made him, and gave him all Things richly 

TR to 
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to enjoy, who forbad it; though it was only 
a Tree from which he was to abſtain, and that 


in a large and fruitful Garden, where there 
were all Things requiſite not barely for Food 


and Suftenance, but for Pleaſure and Delight; 
although God gave. him ſuch Wiſdom, and 
Holineſs, and Conduct, as that he might have 
continued obedient to his Cemmand ; and 
though the Breach of it contained a Breach of 
that Moral Law, likewiſe that was wrote up- 
on his. Heart, yet in an evil Hour he put 
forth his Hand, by the Inſtigation of Satan, 


and did eat of this forbidden Fruit, and there- 


by expoſed himſelf, and all his Poſterity to 
everlaſting Woe and Miſery. "a 
God forbid, my Brethren, that You or 1 
ſhould dare to limit the Holy One of Iſrael - 
But, as far as God has been pleaſed to let us 
know of his Juſtice by Scripture and Reaſon, 
we cannot ſee but that, upon the inſtant of 
Adam's Breach of this Command, the ever- 
bleſſed God (with Reverence be it ſpoken) 
was obliged, and could not but have 
ed them over to their deſerved Puniſhment, 
had it not been for that everlaſtins Covenant, 
which God and Chriſt had entered into for 
the ſake of the Elect; which Covenant is 


II. The Second Thing I propoſed to give 
you ſome Account of. Riz 

And now God the Father, who at one view, 
ſees all Things paſt, prefent, and to come, 
from all Eternity knew that Man would fall, 
and having reſolved out of his abſolute free 
and unconditional Love, to fave a particular 
Number from the Jaws of Hell and Death; 
for his own Glory likewiſe reſolved to ſave them 


by Chriſt, whoſe Love likewiſe then was to- 
| wards 


of the Two Covenants. 17 


wards the Children of Men. They therefore 
enter into a Covenant ; Chrift promiſed per« 
fect Obedience to the Moral Ceremonial 
Law, and not barely an Af;ve, but a Paſſive 
Obedience too: He would not only Doe, but 
Suffer alſo whatever was neceſſary to his bring- 
_— 2 compleat Righteouſneſs for thoſe, 
the Father had given unto. This ſeems 
to have been the Subſtance of Chriſt's part. 
God the Father on the other Hand, promiſed, 
that if Chrift did this, he would let the E- 
let, or thoſe, for whom Chriſt ſhould lay 
down his Life, behold his Glory, and enjoy 
God himſelf, Pather, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
throughout the endleſs Ages of Eternity. 
Upon the Account of this Tranſaction be- 
tween God the Father, and God the Son, it 
is, that Chrift is called the everlaſting Father, 
Iſai. ix. 6. ſer che whole Perſe. So that it is 
ſtrict Juſtice in God the Father to give eter- 
ml Life to every one for whom Chriſt died. 
But then you will be apt to ſay, How is 
this a Covenant of Grace? Why, Sit, you 
muſt not miſtake in this Matter. It is not a 
Covenant of Grace with regard to Chriſt. 
Chriſt has nothing, if I may fo expreſs my 
ſelf, but what he e for. He not barely 
ſatisfies Divine juſtice, for every ſingle Sin 
of his People; but he does Honour to the 
Law; he honours it infinitely more than 2 
the Men that are; that ever have been, or 
ever ſhall be, could have done, had they all 
bf them continued Upright and Spotleſs. The 
Law of God is magnified by Chrift's Satis- 
faction. However, it may very well be cal- 
led a Covenant of Grace; becauſe, 
1. It was great Grace in God the Father, 
and God the Son to enter into it; _ | 
GC (2.) Tis 
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2. 'Tis Grace alſo that is given out more 
or leſs to all that are Intereſted in it. 

And, Laſtly, All the Benefits that flow to 
us from it, are in a way of Grace, becauſe 
we do nothing for them. 6 
But you will ſay, What have we to do in 
this Covenant? Why, all that the Scripture 
hints at for us to do is, To reap all the Benefits 
of it. We are no other way concerned in it, 
than as we are in Chriſt, as our Head. What- 
ever he does as Head of the Covenant is im- 
puted to us, and God eſteems of us, as though 
we had done it. We are accepted as Righteous 
in * * pon the Account of the Righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt. e ecu? 
- There are many other. Particulars in each 
of theſe Covenants, that in many, in almoſt 
innumerable Diſcourſes might be inſiſted on; 
which would afford Light and Comfort in 
the hand of the Spirit to Believers { But the 
Heads I have mentioned being the Subſtance 
and Chief thereof, and moſt neceſſary to be 
known, I contented my ſelf with mentioning 
theſe only at preſent. - And I have the rather 
handled-this Subje& in ſo plain and homely a 
manner, not ſtudying to adorn it with Words 
of Man's Wiſdom, becauſe I have obſerved, 
it is what is ſeldom underſtood, or indeed in- 
ſiſted on; or when Men do inſiſt on it, they 
ſpeak ſo of it, as that ſometimes Chriſt has 
not that Honour paid to his Name which is 
due; And People, by not having this Matter 
let before them in a clear Light, are apt to 
mix their own good Works, as they are called, 
with Chriſt's Obedience, in order to ſet up a 
Righteouſneſs, wherein to appear before God 
for their 7uſtificaticn. 3233 


Give 


of the Two Covenants. 19 


Give me leave now from this ſhort Account 


to deduce a few Truths as they offer them- 
(I.) It is our Duty to be deeply ſenſible of the 
Sin of our Natures, and 8 * led for it. 


That Guilt which is upon us, conſidered as 


in our firſt Head Adam, would ſink every Soul 


of us out of the reach of Mercy, though we 


had never committed any other Sin all the 
Days of our Lives. Chriſt's Blood is as ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for the Pardon of our Ori- 
ginal Sin, as for the Pardon of the moſt daring 
and flagitious actual Sins, that we can com- 
mit: And yet, how little an Impreſſion does 
the Guilt of it make upon us? How ſeldom, 
or however, how faintly do we humble our 
ſelves before God for it? When we do it, 
it is rather in a way of Compliment, as it 
were, than any Thing elſe; or at leaſt it ap- 


2Aars to be ſo. We are not much apprehen- 


ive of God's Wrath againſt us on the Ac- 
count of it. - But howſoever we may think 
of it, this Sin calls aloud to Heaven for 
Vengeance, and we can never be freed from 
the Guilt of it, but by the Merits of Chriſt. 
(2) Hence we may obſerve, That thoſe are 
weal People, to ſay no worſe, that talk of the 
Goodneſs of their Hearts, and that before Conver- 


ſion. Ask ſome Perſons how they hope to be 


faved ; why, they will tell you, bleſſed be 
God, their Hearts are Good and Honeſt ,— 


Hearts Good and Honeſt /—Why, the Heart 
of every natural Man, fince this Apoſtacy of 


Adam, is full of Hatred and Malice againft 


the Ever-blefſed God, and will continue ſo 
for ever, under the Wrath of God, unleſs a 


wonderful Change be wrought on 1t by the 
Spirit of Chriſt. There is an univerſal Blot 
| C 2 upon 
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upon our Natures. Our Wills are againſt 
God's Will: Our Underſtandings are darken - 
ed: Our Affections wrong placed: Our whole 
Man, in one word, is juſt che Reverſe of what 
it was when we came out of the Hands of 
God : And therefpre, till we are created anew 


in Chrjſt Jeſus, we ought not to talk, or 


2 much of the Houeſty or Goodneſs of our 
earts. 

. (3-) We may obferve from the Nature of 
this ſecond Covenant, or the. Covenant with 
Chriſt, who, and who alone, as you have ſeen, 
is to perform the Conditions 8 it Fg Me 
Papiſts caſt great Contempt on Chriſt, ubſti- 
tute in 2 * of N efs, the Cha- 
ſtiſement of their Bodies, Whippings, Faſtings, Hair - 
Shirts, and the reſt of their Goſpel- Artillery. Some 
Sins cannot be forgiven, unleſs the ſimple Sin- 
rer takes a Pilgrimage to Feruſalem, ſay 10 
many Pater-Noſters and. Ave-Maria's, ſcourge 
his Body, or do this or that Piece of Morti- 
fication. But what egregious Foppery is this 
in it 1elf, as well as what Inſolence to Chriſt ? 
He has ſatisfied Divine Juſtice for all that 
believe in him, but rather than be beholding 
to him, they will endeavour to do it for 
themſelves ; what elſe can be the meaning of 
their letting Chriſt have ſo little room in 
their Religion, and ſcarce any at all, as it is 
to be feared, in their Hearts? 5 

(a.) Hence we may gather, That neither 
Faith, nor Repentance, nor any other Gift or Grace, 
vor all the Gifts and Graces of the Holy Spirit, 
have any Thing to do in the Buſineſs of our Juſti- 
fication before God; that is, they are not the 
Matter of our juſtifying Righteouſneſs more 
or leſs. It is ten Thouſand Pities that this 


ad 
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at by Perſons that read their, Bibles. It is 
the Righteouſneis of Chriſt that we muſt be 
juftified by before God. Indeed we are juſti- 
fied, that is, we appear to be juſtiſied to our 
ſelves, and others, by Faith and Repentance 
too; or we can never be ſure we are in 
Chriſt, till we find Faith and Repentance 
wrought in our Hearts by the Spirit ; nor 
can others be able to believe we are intereſt- 
ed in God's Love, except they ſee us careful 
to maintain good Works; but before God 
we are juſtified only by the Righteouſneſs of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. | 3 

(5+) Hence we may obſerve, The Happineſs 
of thoſe whe are in the ſecond Covenant : For 
Chriſt being the Surety, they cannot but 
have the Benefits of the Coyenant, though 
the firſt Adam came ſhort, yet Chriſt will 
not; nay, he has already performed 22 
and God the Father in due time will infalli- 
bly perform his; that is, he will bring the 
whole Election of Grace, every the meaneſt 
Perſon Chriſt died for, to the Manſions of 
everlaſting Bliſs and Glory. 

A Multitude of ſuch like Truths might be 
inferred from what has been ſaid, but I wave 
them, and ſhall only intreat every one of 
you, to lay your Hand upon your Heart, 
and examine your own Souls, that you may 
learn in which of theſe Covenants you are, 
All Mankind at the aft Day will be looked 
upon by God, as in the one or other of them: 

ither you are in the Covenant of Works, or 
the Covenant of Grace. If you ask how that 
may be known, I anſwer, 

Cr. J If you are under the Covenant of 
Works, You are not much troubled for a Righte- 
ouſneſs, wherein to appear before God, or elſe eſta- 
4431 hh | bliſhing 


/ 
7 


e ws „ ET Te LE JO Tn 


ht 
* 


Fl > — ar 


22 A BRIEF Account 


 bliſhing one of your own : Either you think lit, 


tle or nothing of Salvation, or elſe are re- 
ſolving not to have it in the way of God's 
appointing. Your Heart riſes with Pride when 
you hear of the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and 
you do not ſee any the leaſt Occaſion, much 
leſs an abſolute Neceſſity for it. You ac- 
count the Blood of the Covenant an Unholy, 
a: common Thing, and in your Hearts you 
ſay you will not have Chriſt Jeſus to reign 
over you. This is the Language of every 
Soul, that is under the Covenant of Works. 
(2+) You are either not careful to maintain good 
Works, or are for making another uſe of them 
than what God has appointed. Either you are 
careleſs of the Commands of God, or elſe 
think that your Obedience to them has ſome- 

thing Meritorious in it. - | 
(3.) If you are not endeavouring to eſta- 
bliſh a Righteouſneſs of your own altoge- 
ther, nor ſubſtituting your own good Works 
in the room of Chrift entirely; however, 
Jon are joining them with Chriſt ; and out of by 
Suffermgs, and your Obedience, you are pleaſing 
your ſelves that you ſhall obtain That, wherewith 
you may appear before God, A natural Man will 
not, cannot ſubmit to the Righteouſneſs of 
God. He will find out ſome way or other, 
that he may have, as he thinks, ſome Hand 
in his own Salvation, ſome little ſhare of the 
Glory of it. But if this be any of your 
Caſe, know that you are deceiving your ſelves, 
and you will fall ſnort of Salvation, if you 
look not for it, entirely and abſolutely as Chriſt's 
Purchaſe. Rat $ os, | 
Be perſuaded ; Chriſt has done, and ſuffer- 
el All that is needful by way of Impetration. 
vou and I have nothing to do, but to lay hold 
| on 
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on Chriſt, Joh. i. 10. And apply him to out 
Souls, and to walk ſo as to adorn the Doctrine 
of God our Saviour; and to be to God for a 
Name, for a Praiſe, and for a Glory, that 
others ſeeing our good Works may glorify 
our Father who is in Heaven. Chriſt has 
not done his work by Halves : It is a compleat 
Righteouſneſs, that he has brought in for 
his People; and we affront, and inſult Chriſt, 
whenſoever we entertain any Thoughts to the 
contrary. 
2. If you are in the ſecond, whereof Chriſt 

14195 the Head. 1 hen, ha * 
(I.) You love much to Chriſt; to ſtud 
him in his Perſon, in t Offices, in his Be. 
nefits, is ſweeter to you than any Thing in 
the World. Oh! how a Believer is carried 
out with Love towards the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
when he knows he is Intereſted in him ! There 
is ſomething ever new, and ever entertaining 
in the Study of Chriſt ; and all other Studies 
are Bawbles and Trifles in Compariſon to it. 
You delight to think of him as God's Ordi- 
nance for Salvation, and wonder at, and ad- 
mire the Love of God in appointing him, and 
his Love in agreeing, to be a Propitiation 
for us. | | bo 
The Works of Nature, the Sun, Moon, 
and Stars, the Sea, the Earth, Trees, and 
Herbs, are delightful and entertaining Studies, 
but nothing like the Study of Chrift. The 
Works of Grace are much more entertaining 
to a Believer than the Works of Nature, and 
Chriſt Jeſus is the pleaſanteſt Theme he can 
meditate on. 
( 2.) Tow are deſirous of deriving St ergth from 
hm. Load look upon him as a F ead of In- 
fiuence, and have your Eyes ever upon = 
2. or 
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for Supplies of Grace in every Time of need. 
You are not going to your own Graces or 
Reſolutions, but depending upon him for 
Aſſiſtance and Deliverance : And you deſire 


to be humbled before him, if you have any 


way derogated, or do ſtil! ſometimes derogate 
from his Glory, by looking to any Thing, but 
him, for Supplies in all your ſpiritual Wants. 
3.) The Honour of God and Chriſt are bs 
woſt- in your Hearts, if you are 1 
this ſecond Covenant. It is one grand Difference 
between Regenerate and an Unregenerate Man; 
the One has his own Glory, and the Other the 
Glory of God, and Chrift principally in View. 

And thus, my Brethren, I have given you 
a ſhort and homely, but, I think, an honeſt and 
faithful Account of the two Covenants ; and 1 
cannot refrain from exhorting you to the 
Study of them both ; and that becauſe the 
Knowledge of them is not only a Key to open 
ſeveral Texts of Scripture in the Old and 
New Teſtament, but alſo becauſe in all Pro- 
bability it will be made uſe of by the Spirs? 
to enlarge your Hearts in adoring the Ever- 
bleſſed Trinity for their various Buſinelſes in 
our Salvation. And it would be an excellent 
Thing, if Parents and Maſters of Families 
would endeavour to form a right Notion in 
the Minds of their Children and Servants, of 
theſe Truths, which, when they come to be 
Men, they muſt have great Grace, or great 
Courage, if they aſſert and defend, ſeeing 
that though they are founded on Scripture 
and right Reaſon, yet are they by almoſt eve- 
ry Perſon every where lighted and contemned, 
1 wiſh I was not obliged to ſay, bantered and 
ridiculed. 
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N FRY AFTER I had ſent this SzxMon 


MY ©) . . 880 
do the Preſs, an eminent Divine, 


be acquainted, told me, it might 
| be of Service, if I added ſome- 


thing in a Poſtſcript to explain a Paſſage or 


Two, that have already been carp'd at, and 
that poſſibly now weak or warm Men may put 
an ill Conſtruction upon. I here comply with 
that Reverend Gentleman's Command, for ſuch 
I eſteem his Advice and Requeſt to be; and 
with all the Plaumeſs, Sincerity, and Deco- 


rum that is needful in this Affair, ſhall ſpeak - 


to what is repreſented as capable of bein 
wreſted. The firſt as I underſtand that is 
looked upon as ſuch is in Page the 14th in the 
following Words. (2.) * As this Obedience 
© was to be perfect, ſo hkewiſe it was to be 
« performed by Man himſelf, not by an 
e Surety ; by which there is a mighty Dit. 
© ference between it and the Covenant of 
© Grace, where every Thing is performed by 
© a Surety ”.-l would hope the word Surety 
hath nothing diſagreeable in it; nor that any 
but a Socinian will deny Chriſt's being his Peo- 
le's Surety in reſpect of his Satisfaction and 
Merit, which is all I mean. And I do verily be- 
here, that he anſwered in all Reſpetts this Cha- 
racter that he ſtood in to his People; i. e. I be- 
lieve that he fully anſwered all the Demands of 
the Law for them in their Room and Stead. But 
if the following Paragragh out of a Sermon! 
preached about twelve Months ago, will make 
any Thing towards leſſening the unhappy 
Warmth of any, they are heartily welcome 
to it. The Words I preached on were Luk. 
vi. 46. And why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do 
| D nor 


with whom I have the Honour to 
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_ © chaſed and ſent the Spirit, and when he 
gave the many Directions that are upon 
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not the Things which I ſay? The Introduction 


was as follows. As the Deſign of the Re- 


% deemer by his Death was to reconcile God 
«© to Man, ſo their Reconciliation to God, 
was what he had in View, when he pur- 


* 


cc 
cc 
q 


Record. For if he conquer every Thing 
that oppoſes his People's Salvation that is 
without them, and goes no further, he 
ce per forms but half what is neceſſary to be 
* done, in order to make them Partakers of 
© the Glory that is to be Revealed. For 
© as their Perſons muſt be juſtified, fo their 
© Natures muſt be ſanctified to make them 
< on Earth the Inſtruments of God's Glory, 
< and to fit them for that Service above, 
* which they are engaged in. Who reſt not 
„Day nor Night, ſaying, Holy, Holy, Lord 
% God Almighty, which was, and is, and is 
e to come . So that as a Righteoufneſs is 
< to be imputed to them, a Principle of Ho- 
© - lineſs alſo muſt be wrought in them, that 
* at once they may appear as Righteous in 
God's Sight, and walk as becomes the re- 
:- deemed of the Lord, &c”. 


And thus I think I may ſafely take leave of 
this Paſſage, and proceed to another which is in 


* 


Page the 18th, © But you'll ſay, what have we 


-.to do in this Covenant? Why, all that the 
< Scripture hints at for us to do, is to reap 
© the Benefits of it. We are no otherwiſe con- 
* cerned in it, than as we are in Chriſt as 
& our Head. Whatſoever he does as Head 
© of the Covenant, is imputed to us, and God 
© eſteems of us as though we had done it, 
* we are-accounted as Righteous in his Sight 

* Rev. vii. 8. | 1 
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cc on the Account of the Righteouſneſs of 
& Chriſt ”*. —I have contrived as well as ever 
I'could to make this appear unſound, but 
with any genuine Conſtruction I cannot. What 
odd pernicious Thoughts may lurk in any 
one's Mind, that theſe Words will fit, I know 
not; but I meant what I faid when I deliver- 
ed them, and cannot well add any Comment, 
on them, except the following Queſtion and 
Anſwer may be looked upon as ſuch. * Que- 
ſtion, With whom was the Covenant of Grace 
made ? Anſwer, The Covenant of Grace was 
made with Chriſt as the ſecond Adam, and 
in him with all the Elect as his Seed. I muſt 
therefore leave this to ſhift for it ſelf as 
well as it can. But if it ſhould not have the 
Happineſs to pleaſe, it will be in very good 
Company, which is all the Care I ſhall at 
preſent take of it. 
The next unhappy Sentence is in Page the 
20th, where I am drawing a very honeſt In- 
ference, as I look upon it, againſt the Roman 
Catholicks, without any deſign of diſobliging 
one Proteſtant in the World thereby. The 
Words are, (3) «© We may obſerve from the 
& Nature of this ſecond Covenant, or the 
& Covenant with Chriſt, who and who alone 
cc as you have ſeen, is to perform the Con- 
cc dition of it, that the Papiſts, &c. Now 
I have, as I think, good Reaſons to believe, 
that the ſecond Covenant was made with 
Chriſt as a publick Perſan, and that what the 
bleſſed Redeemer ſaid, before he gave up the 
Ghoſt on the Croſs, was true, I ig finiſhed. 


I procee d therefore to the fourth and laſt 
Paſſage, which there is ſome Reaſon to be- 
 lieve, will not be altogether able to paſs 
* Aſſemblies larger Catechiſm, pag. ix. | 
. * n 5 2 Muſter; 
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| Muſter : Page the 20th and 21 ſt, the Words ate; 4% 
4 @) ) Hence we may gather in the 4th place, 
hat neither Faith, nor Repentance, nor 
Faith and Repentance, nor any other Gift 
c and Grace, nor all the Gifts pat Graces 
e of the Holy Spirit have any Thing to do, 
ce with the Buſineſs of our Juſtification before 
4 God. It is ten Thouſand Pities that this 
<& plain and obvious Truth ſhould be won- 
„ dered at by People that read their Bibles,. 
« is the Righteouſaeſs of Chriſt we muff 
4 juſtified by before God. Indeed we are 
60 juſtified, . e. we ap Ge”. All that 
I meant and mean is, chat F aich and Repen- 
tance are not the matter, or meritorious Cauſe 
dl our juſtify in Righteouſneſs. If it be ſaid 
I have nat ſaid enough of Faith here, ma- 
king it only an Evidence, I muſt beg leave 
to. Ta it to Page the 22d, where 1 ſay, 
Be perſyaded, Chriſt hath done and ſuffer- 
* ed all that is needful, you and I have no- 
“e thing. to do but to lay hold on Chriſt, 
ce and a apply him to our Souls, and to be to 
God for a Name, and a Praiſe, and a:Glo- 
" 4 Ly, that others ſeeing our good Works ma 
ng 1 
& glorify our Father who is in Heaven“ 
AB I cannot but think {ſtill that Faith and 
| Repentance, though neceſſary to Salvation in 
their place, yet are not the procuring Cauſe 
in whole or part of our juſtifying Righteouſ- 
neſs, much leſs that Righteouſneſs it ſelf. 
And I ſuppoſe I ſhall continue to think ſo, 
till for das, which I am at preſent an 
utter Stranger to, I ſhall find my ſelf in Con- 
ſcience obliged to ſubſcribe to the Deciſions 
of the Council of Trent, and become enamoured 
with the Writings of that admirable Teacher 
of the Goſpel, the famous Cardinal Bellarmine. 
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